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discrimination related to the health effects SEIFEREZL mE? - = =
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Background Although 12 years have passed since Great East Japan Earthquake and following Fukushima nuclear w7 = 9= D lﬁ S}q & gj (5] e N 5 g E 33
accldent, approximately 40% of Japanese citizen still belleve that the current radiation exposure In Fukushima % E Fﬁ %‘ RS ’KC g,:" % % C o g % = .’%— lﬁ &
residents will Ifkely/ yeryllkely to ca_use genetic effects of radlatvon.Tms Incorrect understanding could continue oW g =2 H g wmsmaER ] -2 U = y
unexpected discrimination and prejudice towards those from Fukushima now and in the future. In order to provide s
updated knowledge and eliminate rumors related to radiation, Japanese Ministry of the Environment has launched % }[\ %
*“GU-GU-RU" project in 2021 with consisting of five sections. mUA
Objective (1) To discuss the objectives and effects of the “GU-GU-RU" project (results after the first year), (2) to present }f ;C\ g
administrative measures that may be effective In the long-term to prevent unjustified discrimination and prejudice, S < 5]
and (3) to eliminate rumors In the event of future large-scale disasters, Including radiation disasters. 2 3
Methods We showed the contents of each sections carried out under the project and observed the result of first- %} ;»‘i'
year activities In each section. H v
Results Among the programs, the “Radiation College” has steadlly produced positive results, with nearly 1,300 2 ;
students participating and 50 students sharing their thoughts and ideas. In addition, the project has adopted
strategles such as creating and broadcasting a TV program and collaborations with manga, which are expected to % E
have a significant impact on society. f% 7)) '§
Conclusions Compared to previous efforts on disseminating Information related to health effect of radiation ?/f ‘155
exposure, the "GU-GU-RU" project has taken a different approach in providing primary data of radiation and its heaith 58
effects, which could become a better understanding of health effects of radiation for the general public, In order to A Y
eliminate rumors that may lead unjustified discrimination and prejudice. ’;-& é
Keywords Fukushima nuclear accident, Radlation exposure, Health Issues, Genetic effects, Discrimination, Prejudice, i D
Government project ﬁ g

[Pubmed, GU-GU-RU | T3,
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Fukushima: China retaliates as
Japan releases treated nuclear water

24 Augiat

! Fukushima nuclear disaster

By Tessa Wong
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Letter to Editor

No need to panic over the release of ‘treated water’
containing tritium from Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear

Power Station

I Amir () ¥, N. Ito* and M. Tsubokura®

'Department of Radiation Health Management, Fukushima Medical University School of Medicine, Hikarigaoka-1, Fukushima City, Fukushima 960-1295, Japan

*Address correspondence to Dr I. Amir, Department of Radiation Health Management, Fukushima Medical University School of Medicine, Hikarigaoka-1,

Fukushima City, Fukushima 960-1295, Japan. email: iamir@fmu.ac.jp

On 24 August, Tokyo Electric Power Company started releasing
water containing tritium, called ‘treated water’, processed by
Advanced Liquid Processing System. Some have panicked about
the health effect of radiation from ‘treated water’ via the sea-
food chain or water intake, which could lead to unfounded
rumors without any basis in scientific facts. Since the ‘treated
water’ has been diluted by sea water, its radiation level from tri-
tium is one-fortieth the safety level under the criteria of the
Japanese government and one-seventh the drinking water level
designated by World Health Organization.

Looking back to 12years ago, after the accident of Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Station (FDNPS), people feared the health
effects of radiation from the radioactive material. However,
according to the Fukushima Health Management Survey, there
has been no direct health effects from radiation exposure.”*
Rather, secondary health effects due to forced evacuation after
the FDNPS accident are higher than expected.* Based on these
facts, United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of
Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR) has stated that ‘future radiation-
associated health effects are unlikely to be discernible’ in the
2020/2021 report.”

For this occasion, because the ‘treated water’ released into
ocean is scientifically safe under both criteria, adverse health
effects of radiation are not likely to occur. As an academic and a
medical organization located in Fukushima, our mission is to pre-
sent scientific facts clearly to address the unfounded rumors
about the ‘treated water’ based on non-scientific beliefs and to
strengthen the risk communication on ‘treated water’.
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